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“Negro Workers Driven Out of Rail Shops,” 
Austin Daily Herald (July 21, 1922) 

Thirteen negroes employed at the Milwaukee railroad shops yesterday 
morning in place of men now on strike were driven from the city at 7:45 
o’clock last night when over 100 striking shopcraft workmen and sympathizers 
stormed the shops and roundhouse and warned the imported workers to flee 
the city without delay.  The advice was readily taken and four white workmen 
employed at the same time the Negroes were brought to the city are also 
reported to have given up their jobs … A parade of the strikers through the 
main streets of the city preceded the rushing of the roundhouse which 
followed as a spontaneous upshot of the day’s discussion among some of the 
pickets and other striking members who took offense at the action of the 
company in importing colored workmen … The parade was brief, but it caused 
much commotion, for the shopmen as they marched through the streets asked 
of laymen, “if they wanted Austin to be a negro town.”  The strikers and their 
supporters entered from the East side of the railroad yards, going across the 
overhead bridge in a large body and filling into the yards orderly but with a 
rush.




“Gone but not forgotten.  Good will to men and women.”  A sign tacked on the door of 
the deserted house between Moscow and Grove streets on Seventh street occupied by the 
colored family against whom protest has been made by neighbors who declared that they 
were maintaining a nuisance, gave the above expression of farewell to the residents who 
ordered them out of the neighborhood … Complaint that the family was maintaining a 
nuisance in the neighborhood led to the appearance of a number of residents before the 
city council as well as complaints to the police.  No action was taken, however, and the 
indignant residents took matters into their own hands.  On Sunday night they visited the 
home of the colored family and warned them to leave by five o’clock the next evening, it 
is said.  Indignant residents who were interviewed declared that race feeling was not the 
motive for their warning.  “We had no objection to the fact that the people were colored,” 
one of the residents who had joined in the protest said “and we would not have taken 
any action if they had behaved themselves.  What we objected to was their maintaining a 
nuisance in the neighborhood.  We want to keep our section of the city clean and similar 
action will be taken if any further disturbance occurs.”  Had the family failed to comply 
with the instructions Sunday night they would have been escorted out of the city last 
night, household goods and all, he said.

“Home of Colored Family Vacated,” 
Austin Daily Herald (August 8, 1922) 
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