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Check-in & Major Declaration
Use the link in chat to check in and verify major

 American Indigenous Studies
 Anthropology
 Applied Leadership
 Corrections
 Criminal Justice
 Earth Science
 Earth Science Teaching (5-12)
 Economics
 Ethnic Studies
 Gender and Women’s Studies
 Geography

 History
 International Relations
 Law Enforcement
 Political Science
 Psychology
 Social Studies Education (teaching grades 

5-12 in History, Anthropology, Economics, 
Geography, Political Science, Psychology 
and Sociology)

 Sociology
 Urban and Regional Studies

Pre-Law is an advising track. You must declare a major with Pre-Law.





Understanding Academic Resources & 
Tools
Meet with your academic 

advisor

Use your Degree Audit 
Report (DARs)

Understand how to read 
the Catalog



Academic Advising
 SBS Advising Center

 Advising under 30 credits, general 
education, transition to University, 
academic resources, application for 
graduation info, reading your DARs, 
and more

 Faculty/Program Advisor
 Connect and explore information 

about the program
 Assist with course advising
 Mentoring, research and career 

opportunities



Who is your Academic Advisor?
 Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice-Trudy 

Kunkel 
 Fewer than 30 credits

 SBS Advising Center –Armstrong Hall 114
 All other SBS majors
 Fewer than 30 credits

 Faculty/Program Advisor (after 30 credits)
 Connect and explore information about the 

program
 Assist with course advising
 Mentoring, research and career opportunities



Degree Audit Report (DARs)
 Outlines requirements for 

graduation

 Includes list of transfer or 
college credits you have 
transferred to MSU

 Tracks completion of 
requirements

 Lists remaining coursework to 
complete



Academic Catalog
 Provides overview of all 

requirements

 Includes list of required 
classes for major, minor, 
certificates

 Includes course 
descriptions, pre-reqs, and 
more

 Use the Catalog of the 
year you start at MSU 
(i.e. 2021-2022 Catalog)



Graduation Requirements
 120 credits to graduate

 40 cr. must be 300/400 level classes
 Meet Diverse Cultures & Writing Intensive 

requirement
 30 cr. must be from MSU

 General Education: 44 credits

 Major: 33-70+ credits

 Minor/Electives (if required)



General Education
 44 credits required

 Completion of all required 
goal areas (2, 12 &13 are 
optional)

 A course can count for more 
than one goal area

 Goal areas 3,5 and 6 require 
2 courses from different 
subjects



Diverse Cultures & Writing Intensive

Diverse Cultures
 2 courses, 6+ credits from different 

disciplines
 One must be a Purple (P) course
 One can be Purple (P) or Gold (G)

Writing Intensive 
 2 courses, 6+ credits from 

different disciplines
 Courses that have a “W”

*University graduation requirements that can overlap with General Education



Major Requirements in Academic Catalog

 Admission to major

 Policies/Information

 Required general education

 Major common core, emphasis area, 
restricted/unrestricted electives

 Minor Requirements (if required)
 Declare minor

 Course Descriptions



Admission to Major
Different by major

 Open Admissions: No process
 Competitive Process: Application process is required. May 

have specific requirements or competitive/limited 
admissions processes

 Meet with an advisor to learn about 
admission process for your major

 Admission to major = Upper division 
permission for 300/400 level classes

Admission Information is in the Catalog



Minor/Elective Information
Minor (if required)

 Declaring a minor adds to your 
degree audit (DARs)

 Declare by using online declaration 
form in Catalog

 Electives (if needed)
 Classes not required for major, minor, 

or general ed, but needed to meet 
120 cr.



Transfer of Credit
General Education
 MnTC courses will be placed in the general education categories from your previous school

 For example, SOC 101-Goal 7 at many schools, will be placed in goal 7 rather than goal 8

Major/Minor 
 Review major credits today for registration purposes
 During your first semester, meet with the department chair to finalize major/minor credits

 Bring a copy of the syllabus
 Dept. Chair will review to determine if it will count for major
 You only have to do this for major/minor courses that have a SUBJ T## (i.e. HIST T##).

Send Final Transcript to Admissions
 After your grades or degree is posted at your previous institution
 MinnState schools can request to have a transcript pulled from the Transfer Evaluation 

Office (MSU) in WA 132
 Non-MinnState (U of M, out of state, private) must have an official copy sent to MSU



Important Things to Know…
 Credits: 14-16 credits your first 

semester  (Avg. 30 cr. a year)
 1 cr. = 50 minutes of class time 

a week
 15 cr. = about 15 hours a week 

in the classroom

 Length of class
 16 week classes (full semester)
 8 week classes  (half semester)

 Complete 16 weeks of 
material in 8 weeks

 Levels of classes
 100/200- Okay for 1st year students to 

enroll if pre-reqs are met
 300/400- After admitted to the major 

or given permission

 Instructional Types
 Face to Face (Blank)
 Blended/Hybrid (face to face & 

online)
 Flex Sync/HyFlex (In Person or Zoom)
 Remote Teaching-No In Person
 Completely Online- Synchronous  
 Completely Online- Asynchronous  



Advising & Registration What to expect…

 Will schedule individual appointment 
for this week

 Meeting will be on Zoom

 Brief review of program requirements

 Discuss classes for Fall 2021

 After advising register for classes on 
your Eservices



Advising & Registration How to prepare…

 Review Degree Audit
 Note any missing College, AP, IB, or CLEP 

credit and share that with the advisor
 Bring an unofficial transcript of the courses 

you are currently enrolled in

 If your major requires a minor, please 
review minors in the Catalog 

 Watch videos about registration tools in 
Eservices

 Bring a list of classes that interest you in 
general education, if you need general 
education



Using Eservice for Registration

www.mnsu.edu/eservices

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmediaspace.minnstate.edu%2Fmedia%2FHow%2Bto%2BUse%2BE-services%2F1_v44pktzg&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.iverson%40mnsu.edu%7C9223f886b0354fddfb0008d9001e642f%7C5011c7c60ab446ab9ef4fae74a921a7f%7C0%7C0%7C637540953090380804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rGE78ixxTeCmsPPmEuWYo0vLhjYyrkr9hR33ma78TKs%3D&reserved=0


Advising Appointment Sign-Up 
Do not leave until appt. is scheduled…

Login: starID@go.minnstate.edu
Password: Your star ID password

 Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice Majors
 Meeting with Dr. Pat Nelson
 Use direct link in chat to schedule appointment (30 min.)

 Remaining SBS Majors
 Meeting with Jodie or Mel in consultation with major advisors
 Use direct link in chat to schedule appointment (40 min.)

 Please do not leave the session until your appointment 
is scheduled
 Confirmation of appointment and Zoom link will go to MSU email from a system called MavConnect
 If you need help scheduling or you cannot find a time that works for you, please use the raise your 

hand feature and we will assist

mailto:starID@go.minnstate.edu


Questions Before/During 
1st Week of Class?

Contact the SBS Advising Center!

Email: sbsadvising@mnsu.edu

Call: 507-389-2416

Schedule Appointment on 
www.mnsu.edu/mavconnect
Click the SBS Advising Office

mailto:sbsadvising@mnsu.edu
http://www.mnsu.edu/mavconnect
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